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Lin Chang-min and the May 4™ Movement
Ouyang Jurxi

( Department  History, (Qinghua University, Beyjing 100084)
Abstract: Before the outbreak of the May 4" Movement, various political forces in China contended with each
other on the “ Railway Unification Plan” and the “ Shandong Issue” . At first, the Chinese govermment delegation
did not intend to bring up the “ Shandong Issu€’ at the Paris Peace Conference, but only expected the solution
of this issue by means of the Railway Unification Plan. It was only after the Railway Unification Plan failed to
pass that the Shandong Issue became the focus. During this course, Lin Chang-min played a key role. First, he
exerted himself to the proposition and implementation of the Railway Unification Plan. Then he firmly main-
tained that the Qingdao Issue should be linked with Jiaoji Railvay and two extension lines of Jishun and Gaoxu
railways, before he launched the campaign against signing the peace agreement and direct negotiation with
Japan. All this shows that Lin Chang min is closely relaed with the outbreak and development of the May 4"
Movement. Lin’ s relationship with the May 4" Movement shows that the M ay 4"Movement, though resulting from
diplomatic issues, involved many domestic factors. The May 4"Movement is not only the outcome of social and
cultural changes,but also the result of the division and interaction of different political forces in China.
Key Words: Lin Chang-min, May 4" Movement, Railway Unification Plan, Shandong Issue
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