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A Study of Supernormal Word-class
Shift in Chinese and the Typicality

LIAO Guang-rong
(Foreign Studies College, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Supernormal word-class shift in Chinese is classified into the following types: from noun to
verb, adjective or adverb; from adjective to noun, verb or adverb; from numeral first to adjective and then
to verb; the verb separated out from a subject-predicate compound noun, whose meaning is quite different
from what to be expressed; the combination of the surname separated out from a name and the syllable
separated out from a bi-syllable simple foreign word, which is used as a new proper noun . The main mani-
festation is as follows, complex conceptualization, ungrammatical. too much difficulty in semantic under-
standing, more than one logical structure level across the represented concepts of components in the same
{frame. The causes are various. The difference of typicality hierarchy is obvious.
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