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Investigation into the Path of the Development and
Evolution of Chinese Passive Markers

Wang Jiatian, Peng Shuang
(School of Literature, Northeast Normal University , Changchun Jilin, 130024 )

Abstract ; Chinese passive markers are not unique during the diachronic development process, but
change with social development, and the selected passive markers are different in different periods,
which are related to the prominent semantics of the marker words and also to the needs of expression.
Similarly, as a passive marker derived from verbs, “bei (#f)” is quite different from other passive
markers “jiao (AY/#), rang(ik), gei (%) in terms of structural functions and semantic features.
However, as the most long—standing passive marker in the historical development, “bei” is able to
stand out in the semantic position of sentence expression and becomes a superior passive marker. It is
inseparable from the semantic function of “bei” and people’ s cognitive psychology.

Key words: passive marker; evolution process; sentence construction mechanism; situational

semantics; view of cognitive prominence
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