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Metaphor Strategy of Modern Chinese Poetry, with “word”
as a starting point

FAN Yun-jing

Abstract: “ Metaphor” is one of the most important rhetorical means in modern poetry, especially
considering the inherent advantage of Chinese poetry. The article attempts to use the “word” as a starting
point, to explore the metaphoric mysteries of modern Chinese poetry. Modern Chinese poetry uses the “word”
to extend the meaning. It rejects “dead metaphors” and increasing the gap between “word” and “object” so
as to find the “new words”, which great enhances the metaphoric ability of poetry, giving full play to its

utility. So poetry can be said to have completed itself in this way.

Key words: modern Chinese poetry; metaphor; word; “new words”
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