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Revisiting the Universality and Variability of L2 Development:

Its Past and Future

XUE Xiao-mei

(College of Foreign Languages, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, PRC)

[Abstract] Whether there exist fixed developmental trajectories reflects the debates between different

theoretical paradigms in second language acquisition studies. The paper represents a state-of-art review of

the studies on L2 developmental trajectories in the past 40 years.

It starts with a critique of the basic

findings of the previous studies, as well as their theoretical contributions and pedagogical significance.

Then, it pinpoints their methodological and theoretical controversies. Finally, it is suggested that future

research should transcend the dichotomy between universality and variability, delineate what order and

variability means, and improve methodological designs and techniques to explore the factors and

mechanisms behind 1.2 developmental trajectories.

[Key words] L2 developmental trajectory; universality; variability
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