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Liejin in the modern poetry and its aesthetic pursuit

Wu Liquan

(Institute of Chinese Language and Literature , Fudan University ,Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract; Liejin is a unique rhetorical device of Chinese, whose trace was originally found in The book of

Odes in the pre-Qin Dynasty. And then it has been applied to poetry (including its variants such as Ci, drama,

etc) through the ages, with new developments and breakthroughs in its structural form. The use of Liejin has be-

come more common in modern poetry. Yet nowadays Liejin comes in greatly different structural forms and with

different aesthetic pursuits from those in ancient times. These differences are related to the evolution of the poetic

style as well as to the aesthetic taste of modern poets affected by the Western factors.

Key words: Liejin;poetry;rhetorical device;aesthetic pursuit



