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HU Junfei Nationalism: The Skepticism to, Defense for and Re-interpretation of Modern Marxism Criticism
120

Represented by Eagleton, Jameson, Anderson and Ahmad, contemporary Marxist critics highlight
the way to address national problems in its critical theory. By researching the nature, essence and historic
value of nationalism, they identify its strategic position in resisting capitalism, integrating and giving im-
petus to socialistic reform. They all acknowledge, on the one hand, nationalism plays a progressive part in
terminating old colonialism; on the other hand, for today’s political reform, national state is “the only
reality field and interpretation framework”. However, they also clearly realize and inquire about the dan-
ger and deficiency of the old nationalism in resisting capitalist globalization. In this respect, Marxist
critics have transformed and reconstructed the connotation of nationalism, so as to echo the classic Marx-
ist national view. As for Chinese Marxist literary criticism to adapt the national concept in globalization
context, the discourses of nationalism from foreign Contemporary Marxist criticism are theoretical re-
sources of both reference and vigilance.

WANG Yukuo The Debate between August Wilson and Robert Brustein and the Bitterness Reflected in Af-
rican American Culture 129

The contemporary African American playwright August Wilson delivered a speech “The Ground on
Which I Stand” in 1996, and he argued with Robert Brustein (director and critic) face to face in January
1997 about supporting and establishing Black Theatre and the decline of color-blind casting. Brustein’s Eu-
rocentric view of universality provoked Wilson’s sharp counter-criticism. Their debate and exchanges of
arguments have attracted wide attention in American academic sphere to matters of literature and race,
the nature and function of literature, and the social significance and aesthetic values of literature, en-
riching people’s acknowledgements of ethnic literature and its disagreements with the dominant literary
traditions of Europe and America.

ZHANG Hao Conflict and Fusion: From Psychoanalysis to Psychoanalytic Feminism 137

Psychoanalysis has a close internal relation with feminist criticism. It has become an important source
of thoughts for feminist criticism due to its attention to gender difference, female discourse and identity
construction. On the one hand, it has been questioned and criticized by feminists for its androcentrism,
patriarchy and sexual discrimination, but on the other hand it provides a theoretical breakthrough for
feminism to overthrow the androcentric order. This interactive relation between feminist criticism and
psychoanalysis has given feminism an important means and basis to dissect and remold the feminist gender
construction and sexual subject.

CHEN Rong Post-Panopticon in Liquid Modernity: On Liquid Surveillance: A Conversation 145

Zymunt Bauman and David Lyon in Liquid Surveillance probe into the new developments in surveil-
lance technologies, disclosing that contemporary surveillance is liquid and post-panoptic, while its social
control is exerted in a wider, more invisible yet more effective way. The new transformation takes advan-
tage of people’s demand for security, obsession in individualization and visibility, and desire for consump-
tion. Relying on rationality, it assumes a posture of adiaphorization and expects a moral acquittal. As a
dimension of liquid modernity, it assumes political and ethical inaction.
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