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Authority and Attachment
———The Modernization Process of a Village of Shanxi Merchants
GUO Yongping
(Shanzi University , Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract : This paper makes a study on Dajin Village in Jiexiu city under ge-
ographical, historical and cultural context, trying to reveal changes in the land
authority and order in the modernization process since the 20th Century. At the
same time, the paper also expounds the impact that the attachment relationship
formed in Shanxi merchants’ era has on rural transformation. Merchants of
ancient Shanxi created a commercial miracle in an agricultural civilization formed
in the dry land of the northern plateau during the Ming and Qing Dynasties. In
the villages of Shanxi merchants, a kind of attachment relationship was formed
between the exceedingly wealthy businessmen and their servants due to the com-
mercial development.

Key Words: Dajin Village; culture of Shanxi merchants; land authority;
attachment relationship
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