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gained strength, and even sought to find its way back to the upper strata. The evolution of
ancient Chinese thought went through three stages: breaking through theocracy; a return to
religious theology; and the reemergence of scientific reason. The Five Cyclic Virtues theory was
an important part of this long process. In line with the open-closed-open development of ancient
Chinese society, the form taken by the transfer of rule, a form that corresponded to the theory of

the Five Cyclic Virtues, also experienced three stages: revolution, abdication and national unity.

From “Counting from the End of the Year” to “Counting from the Beginning of the Year”: Evolution
of the Official Method of Counting Age in Middle Antiquity in China Zhang Rongqiang(51)

In ancient China, particularly in middle antiquity, the biggest difference between the official
and the popular way of counting age lay in when one became a year older. From the time of
Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty at the latest, popular custom regarded the first day of the year,
i.e. the lunar Spring Festival, as the point at which one was a year older. The government, on
the other hand, in accordance with the design of the household registration system, used the
standard time of household registration (i.e. the time when government officials registered the
household) as the point at which the person concerned was a year older. In the “Biography of
Cang Gong” (Chunyu Yi) in the Ski Ji (Records of the Grand Historian), Chunyu Yi states
that he was 39 years old at the end of the 3 Year of Emperor Wen of Han, and Qin bamboo slip
No. 0552 at the Yuelu Academy records that Shuang was 23 years old by the end of the 26" Year
of the First Emperor of Qin. These are all examples ages calculated by the official method. But
since the standard registration time varied, the point of time officially used to add age increments
also varied. During the Qin and Han dynasties, household registrations were compiled in
August, so one officially became a year older in August. Under the Tang, the populace had to
submit their “household information for the coming year” in advance, at the end of the year
previous to the year in which the government would carry out household registration, so the
standard registration time was actually the first month of the lunar year. From the Tang Dynasty
at the latest, the official way of counting age was from the beginning of the lunar year, finally

bringing together government institutions and folk custom.

China’s Treaty Relations with Foreign Countries and Changes in Late Qing Law Li Yumin(68)

The establishment of treaty relations between China and foreign countries following the Opium War
broke down China’s unitary legal system and thus became a basic factor in changes in late Qing law.
The interaction between treaty stipulations and domestic law as the two transformed each other was a
special kind of legal change with a marked semi-colonial character, but it did at the same time serve to
some extent as reference material for the establishment of the legal system. Some slight revisions in
the Great Qing Legal Code reflect the twofold influence of the backwardness of Qing legal reform
and the effect of treaty relations on late Qing law. Although the long discarded day: (Eight
Deliberations) law was reintroduced, its mission ultimately vanished from Chinese legal history.
Treaty relations forced China to learn from and absorb Western law in order to establish a
relatively complete modern legal system that “was valid both in China and abroad.” At the same
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