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From Good/evil Theory to Value Theory: Change in Educational Philosophy
of Ancient and Modern Times

Li Chang-wei
College of Education, Shandong Normal University, Jinan Shandong 250014, China

Abstract It is of necessity to retrospect on the change of educational philosophy between ancient and modern
times from the perspective of practical philosophy, by which the gain and loss of modern educational philosophy
could be better understood. In ancient times, “good” and “evil” were the key concepts of both practical
philosophy and educational philosophy as part of practical philosophy. The classical “good” was objective and
absolute, which determines that the purpose of education was to guide students toward goodness through dialogue.
Embodying goodness by themselves, philosophers of education demonstrated for students their educational
philosophies and life practices. In modern times, however, “good” and “evil” had been substituted by “value”,
a key concept of practical philosophy and educational philosophy, which is inevitably subjective due to its
relationship with subjects. Value of education in axiology, and as a result, becomes certain being that is external
and changeable, which has made it impossible for education to instruct students in value orientation.

Key words good/evil theory; value theory; educational philosophy
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