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3 The Ukraine Crisis: What does it Mean to the World and China?
ZHANG Wenmu

[Abstract] The Ukraine crisis and the return of Crimea to Russia has reaffirmed
the limit and boundary of the eastward expansion of the Europe-dominated “New
Versailles system”. Instead of settling the border issue by military force as it has
been always done, Russia managed, peacefully, to retain its border, the bottom
line of its existence and the very foundation and prerequisite of its future revival,
and consequently rendered it almost impossible for the EU to step up its eastward
expansion in the foreseeable future. From the time of Peter the Great to that of
Stalin, Russia had waged wars of attrition in the Baltic countries against Europe,
and yet never lost a single one over Ukraine, except for the strategic contraction
during the Stalin period in World War II and the Gorbachev period. In view of
Russia’s “victory” over Napoleon and Hitler in history, the Westerns are fully
aware that Russians would allow for no exception in the neighboring territories
wherever the land forces are maneuverable. The Black Sea, which neighbors
Russia and connects land, is easily accessible for ground forces and yet lies
beyond the reach of the sea powers of the west. Crimea is vital to Russia and
yet, registers only as “important” to the European interest. Thus, Russia would
mobilize all its resources in case of Ukraine crisis, but the West would not. Given
the history of Russia in Ukraine, the Ukraine crisis marks only the beginning of
Russia’s strike back against the EU expansion. The impact of the crisis is yet to
be felt globally and its warning lessons to be learned by China.

[Key Words] Ukraine crisis, Russia, NATO, Versailles System, geopolitics
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27 Ethno-National Politics in Ukraine Crisis

WANG Jun

[Abstract] The Ukraine crisis can be seen as an outcome of either democratic
politics, or geopolitical power games. However, it can also observed from the
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perspective of ethno-national politics. Firstly, ethnic hatred and confrontations in
history are naturally the important cause of the crisis. However, how they are kept
and revived in memory is the key to our perception of the cause. Secondly, the
growing tension and conflicts between the state-led view of national development
and the view held by the dominant ethnic groups over the past twenty years have
been the primary domestic cause of Ukraine crisis. Thirdly, in terms of both its
political system and cultural tradition, the integration of modern party politics
and traditional ethno-national politics in Ukraine’s democratic practice, a sign of
immature transformation, has contributed a lot to the internal conflicts which led to
the Ukrainian crisis. Fourthly, the abuse of national self-determination turned the
Ukraine crisis into an international crisis. Fifthly, given that the Ukraine crisis is
largely related to the failures in national development, any efforts in terms of ethno-
national politics should be more focused thereon than otherwise. With slim chance
in sight for immediate improvement of the situation, the country is still faced with
possible escalation of the crisis and challenges in post-crisis conflict management,
and as far as it can be seen, the negative effects of its ethno-national politics will
remain a tough problem in future Ukrainian political life.

[Key Words] Ukraine crisis, ethno-national politics, national self-determination,
party politics

[Author] WANG Jun, Dean and Associate Professor of Chinese Ethnic Theory and
Ethnic Policy Research Institute, Minzu University of China, Ph.D. in International
politics, post doctorate in sociology (Beijing 100081).

Energy Politics in the Ukraine Crisis and its Effects on China

YU Hongyuan, CAO Jiahan

[Abstract] In spite of the outbreak of the Ukraine crisis, the overall European and
international energy markets have not experienced any sharp rises and falls and the
oil and gas prices remain steady with a slight decline, indicating a hidden energy
game being played between Russia, the EU and the US. In contrast to what it did in
2006 and 2009 and contrary to what had been speculated, Russia has continued its
natural gas supply to Ukraine and, thus, energy supply failed to become one of the
focuses of attention during the crisis, though, apparently, with Russia as one of the
key energy producing countries and Ukraine as one of the major transit countries,
the energy issue could be very instrumental to the promotion of domestic and foreign
policies for either Russia, the US, or the EU. Russia is keen to see its energy interests
unthreatened in the ongoing political confrontation, and the US tries to manipulate
energy market prices with financial means to curb Russia’s ambition in Ukraine.
Though still in a relatively passive and weak position, the EU has accelerated its
energy diversification and will strengthen its cooperation with the US. The energy
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