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An Evaluation of China's Economic Dependence on Coal Consumption

Xie Heping™, Liu Hong™”, Wu Gangl
(1. Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 10065 ;
2. Energy Research Institute, National Development and Reform Commission, Beijing 100038)

Abstract: As coal is one of the major energy sources in China, the national economic development is
highly dependent on coal production and consumption. One way to measure the degree of this dependence is to
establish a reference index that can reflect the relationship between China’s economy and its coal industry.
This paper goes on to put forward the idea of setting up a coal dependence index together with the methods for
calculation. In a case study, the quantitative results for this specific dependence index are presented for the
last two decades since 1985, providing another perspective to view the relationship between China’s economic
growth and its demand for energy sources.

Key words: coal, economy, dependence index
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